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From a data inventory to a data management plan (DMP)

Before a research project starts, there is planning for what is to be implemented. Nowadays, part of 'good scientific practice' also includes research data
management. The so-called Data Management Plan (DMP) has gained a certain level of familiarity. It describes the lifecycle of the data. But where should one start if
the IT infrastructure of one's own research group is unclear? Below, the process of moving from a 'data map or inventory' to a DMP is presented in four applicable
steps. These steps facilitate the framework conditions for a project when taken care of before its start. Additionally, it is mandatory on the part of research funding to
be able to demonstrate how one will sustainably handle their generated research data.
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Step 3: Data Management Plan Step 4: Evaluation

Start writing a DMP! A living document...
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Many funding agencies (DFG, FWF, SNF, Horizon Europe, ] Adapting the DMP document over the course of your project
Volkswagen Foundation) expect information about research Organizer (RDMO): makes it 'alive." However, the Data Map is also not a static
data management as part of a funding application for certain rdmo.rwth-aachen.de endeavor. As described above, weaknesses in the infrastructure
funding lines. While a formal DMP is rarely required so far, can be uncovered here. In the meantime, your team may have
especially by the EU, it is still beneficial for working on a research worked on improvements. This can also impact your project, for
project. In particular, a DMP allows recording the current status instance, if a new Electronic Lab Notebook (ELN) or a new
and specifics of the entire research data lifecycle. This makes it interface has been introduced. Updating the data map and the
helpful for administration and to maintain an overview. [1] DMP is, therefore, part of good documentation and thus good
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